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More scholarship 1 money
now avaﬂable from R.I.

BY JENNIFER D. JORDAN
;.o JOURNAL STAFF WRIFER .. ]
- Thanks to a last-minute boost
in-gtate-financing, thousands of
college students from Rhode Is-

and.will-see their state scholar-.
ships grow, and 2,100 students on.

a:waiting lst will receive grants
from- the .Rhode Island Higher
Educaﬁon Agsistance Authority.

= GGovernor Carcieri’s- spendmg-
plan called *for-$10 . million- in.
grants for: low-income . college_

_students i~ a $4.3-million . in-
crease over last year,:

i:-But officials atthe state’s ngh-'

er Education Assistance Author:
ity - worried . that their.. budget
would be level-funded because of
the state’s 'severe -budget deficit.
The:authority: had alerted 12,200
students:and:parents this spring

via-e-mail, telling them to expect

=less: money: - The maximnum state

scholarship.of $1,400, -for exam-.

-proved the governor’s reques ;

.ship. -

few hundred do]lars to $1 400
based .on: income;, and the aver-
agegrantzs$1200 .
In the final days of the legxsia-
tive. session, ‘lawmakers::; ap--

Last week, the authority. was. -

_sending out happier messagesto

students, letting them know they. -
can budget fortheblgger sc holar:

“We are sendmg the e maﬂs _
out.as we speak,” said Mary:Ann. -
Welch, director.of program. ad:.
ministration. “We.can put them:.
back up to $1,400, and we'll- be:
able to help about 2,100 Students_
on'the late-applicant wait list.2: .
:Atotal of 5,540 students areon’ .
the waiting list, so. about half wﬂl
now he helped. .. ... 5.
Another: pmposai by the gov-:
emor to:set.aside:$5 million fora. ;
new. :merit-based.: scholarship '
program that would have: pmd

ple, »would:probably - drop . 10, tuitic

$1 200 for th _20




